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would fan the sparks of patriotism into a mighty
flame:

We take up arms to maintain the independence of
the Austrian monarchy but also to regain for Prussia
her freedom and national honour. The insolence that
threatens us has already humiliated Germany. Our
resistance is the last prop, our cause the German
cause. With Austria, Germany was free and happy;
only with Austria's aid can she become so once more.
. . . The present moment will not recur again in cen-
turies. Seize it before it forever escapes you!

But Austria was doomed, as a contemporary
expresses it, "to fall from the clouds." Frederick
William III. especially proved a broken reed.
Early in 1809 the Prussian King and Queen paid
a visit to the Tsar Alexander at St Petersburg.
The virtuous pair who had suffered such mental
agonies and such bodily privations revelled in
luxury, and for three weeks life was one continual
round of festivities. Queen Louise could once
more adorn her beauty and trail silken robes
through grand apartments. One ball, indeed,
she could scarcely have enjoyed, though it would
have been bad policy to refuse it when tendered.
It was given her by Caulaincourt the ambassador
of Napoleon!

But the real importance of the visit was that
it determined Frederick William's policy as to the
Austrian war. The Tsar warned him as posi-
tively as possible not to join Austria against